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Abstract
News Item in the Des Moines Register: MILWAUKEE, WIS. (AP)—Anna Mae Seabrook has
asked a court to have her first name legally changed to Sam. To this day, visitors to Milwaukee
invariably go to see the venerable old courthouse where the historic event took place...
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News Item in the Des Moines Register: M I L W A U K E E , 
WIS. (AP)—Anna Mae Seabrook has asked a court to have 
her first name legally changed to Sam. 
To this day, visitors to Milwaukee invariably go to see 
the venerable old courthouse where the historic event took 
place. 
They point, they take pictures, and on cold days 
they go inside to use the restroom. 
Who can blame them? Indeed, probably no American 
can ever forget where he was or what he was doing at the 
moment he heard the news—Anna Mae Seabrook, after a 
long, spectacular legal wrangle, would be allowed to 
change her name to Sam, and the world would never be 
the same. Greenland would come close, but would fail on a 
disputed call. 
As each spectacular detail of the case was revealed, 
millions of eyes and ears paid heed to nothing else, with 
the result that millions of bodies walked into footstools 
and the sides of freight trains. 
Only Anna Mae Seabrook—the haughty and beautiful 
daughter of wealthy and rich T. Hoskins Seabrook—had 
the courage to wage the heroic f ight and the money and 
prestige to retain America's most powerful lawyer, 
Nathaniel ("Buzz") Rockford. 
On the other side, representing the state of Wisconsin, 
was the highly-respected young lawyer, Harrison 
("St inky") Stewart. 
And, of course, presiding over all was the legendary 
Judge Dave Smith. Granite-chinned, craggy-browed, and 
gravel-voiced,Judge Dave Smith sometimes passed for 
Wyoming and had many visitors. He was later to carve his 
place even more securely into history with his roles in the 
Hoffenberger Anti-Trust Suit, the Bay Ridge Scandal, and 
the Case of the Golden Bobolink. 
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The battle was joined on June 16 and raged on through 
sweltering summer heat until August 3. Throughout the 
course of the hearing, there were surprises and startl ing 
developments. 
Some Seabrook buffs theorize that these unusual 
happenings were the doings of a power behind the scenes 
that wished to prevent Ms. Seabrook from accomplishing 
her purpose. Of course, we wil l probably never know, but 
here are some of the occurrences often pointed out by this 
school of thought. 
June 18—Three key witnesses are found dead in the 
hotel room where they were being held for safety. Iron-
handed Judge Dave Smith never comments on the matter, 
but a p rominen t Mi lwaukee detect ive states 
enigmatically that it looks "k ind of shady" to him. 
June 27—Two burly men in dark hats and overcoats 
and wearing sunglasses attempt to set up a concession 
stand in one corner of the courtroom. Their un-
precedented request is curtly denied by sagacious Judge 
Dave Smith. 
July 10-14—On five consecutive mornings, as Anna 
Mae alights from her limousine in front of the courthouse, 
a Beldini's Fine Pizzas truck careens onto the sidewalk 
and nearly strikes her. Each t ime it is a different dr iver ; 
each of them says that he swerved to avoid a child. (An 
actuary employed by the London Times later published 
his findings that the odds against this happening by 
chance were very high.) 
July 30—Far away in California, but conceivably 
related to the case, Anna Mae's father is abducted f rom 
his home. He only manages to escape by a miracle when 
his brutal captor stops at a bakery for some donuts, 
leaving the elder Seabrook alone in the car. 
It was l itt le wonder, after such sidelights as these, 
that the case was international front-page news by the 
t ime it came to its conclusion. 
On August 3, as he declared his decision, Judge Dave 
Smith's voice trembled from the strain. Indeed, like every 
other principal in the case, Judge Dave Smith was per-
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manently affected by the ordeal. His face had become 
craggier and craggier as the pressure had increased; in 
later years erosion and the constant passage of bighorn 
sheep would make his appearance grotesque. 
But on that day, the world held its breath as he read 
his decision:"After due deliberation and careful con-
sideration of the testimony here presented, this court 
declares that no authority may deny this luscious litt le 
babe the right to change her name." 
The ensuing uproar could only be compared to the 
sound of a stampeding herd of elephants or maybe the 
scream of a person who has just tripped over a long-dead 
friend while putting away the lawn mower. 
Women fainted. 
Reporters scrambled for the telephones. 
Bells rang and sirens screamed—there was a f ire in 
the next block. 
Ms. Seabrook walked out to the steps of the Milwau-
kee Courthouse, grinning and waving to the cheering 
multitude. 
An old woman, weeping and struggling to keep her 
feet in the mob, touched Ms. Seabrook's a rm. It was to her 
that Ms. Seabrook made her legendary remark, "Cal l me 
Sam." And the history books record that the woman 
answered, " Is my husband stil l in there? He has a mole on 
his cheek." 
It was hailed all over the world as a landmark 
decision, except in Puerto Rico where the people were 
abuzz with excitement over the recent discovery of a 
fellow countryman who had neither blinked nor used a 
word containing the letter " e " for sixteen years. 
Foreign leaders applauded the outcome of the af-
fair. The moment the announcement was made, mill ions 
of women rushed to enter petitions to have their names 
changed. Inspired women brought troubled peace nego-
tiations to a successful conclusion in Geneva. The U.S. 
stock market soared to an all-t ime high. 
Four days later, Sam Seabrook went to court to force 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to do 
her laundry. 
